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Preamble

Equator University of Science and Technology (EQUSaT) is committed to fostering sustainability
through its teaching, research, operations, and partnerships. In alignment with the United Nations
Sustainable Development Goal 12, “Responsible Consumption and Production,” this policy
outlines our commitment to use resources efficiently, promote sustainable sourcing, reduce waste,
and integrate sustainability principles in all aspects of the university’s production and consumption
processes.

Definitions

Sustainability: The United Nations defines “Sustainability” as the practice of meeting current
needs without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own.

Responsible Consumption: The use of resources in ways that are environmentally friendly,
economically viable, and socially responsible.

Sustainable Procurement: Purchasing practices that consider environmental, social, and
economic impacts.

Waste Minimization: Strategies aimed at reducing the amount of waste generated and improving
waste management through recycling.

Circular Economy: An economic system aimed at eliminating waste and the continual use of
resources.

Environmental Footprint: The impact of an institution’s activities on the natural environment.

Green Campus: An environmentally responsible university that adopts sustainable practices in
infrastructure, operations, and curriculum.



Responsible Consumption and Production Policy

Introduction

Equator University of Science and Technology (EQUSaT) is committed to promoting Responsible
Consumption and Production practices as part of its dedication to sustainable development. This
policy guides the institution’s operations, academic activities, and community engagements to
foster academic, economic, and social growth while addressing environmental degradation,
increasing resource efficiency, and promoting sustainable lifestyles. It further outlines EQUSaT’s
approach to minimizing waste, conserving resources, and encouraging sustainable practices
throughout its campus operations.

Purpose

The purpose of the Responsible Consumption and Production Policy is to provide an approach to
sustainability that encourages efficiency, waste reduction, ethical procurement, and environmental
stewardship across all departments and activities of the university.

Scope

This policy applies to all EQUSaT departments, faculties, offices, staff, students, and associated
entities including outsourced services and suppliers. It covers resource use, waste management,
procurement, and sustainability awareness across the university.

Policy Statements
EQUSaT is committed to the following principles and practices:

EQUSaT is committed to the following principles and practices:
1. Efficient Resource Management

e Prioritize efficient use of energy, water, paper, and materials to minimize environmental
impact.

e Implement energy-saving technologies, efficient appliances, and sustainable building
design.

e Adopt water conservation practices through water-saving devices, regular maintenance,
and reuse systems, and rainwater harvesting.



2. Sustainable Procurement

Establish purchasing guidelines that prioritize environmentally friendly, ethically sourced,
and socially responsible products.

Favour durable, recyclable, and energy-efficient goods to reduce waste and lifecycle
impacts.

Avoid plastic use, minimize single-use plastics and promote reusable or biodegradable
alternatives.

Promote the use of locally sourced products, food, and supplies to minimize the
environmental footprint and support community-based economies.

3. Waste Minimization and Management

Implement systems for waste segregation, recycling, composting, and safe disposal of
hazardous waste.

Monitor and reduce waste sent to landfill, including food waste from dining services.

Encourage double-sided printing, paperless processes, and digital submissions to reduce
resource use.

4. Circular Economy Practices

Encourage practices that extend product lifecycles such as repair, reuse, recycling, and
materials recovery, while ensuring that products and materials are kept in use at their
highest possible value to minimize waste.

5. Education and Awareness

Integrate responsible consumption and production topics into curricula, research, and
community outreach.

Promote sustainability literacy by equipping students, staff, and stakeholders with the
knowledge and skills to make informed decisions that support environmental stewardship
and responsible resource use.

Organize workshops, seminars, and campaigns on recycling, energy and water
conservation, and waste reduction.

Empower students and staff as sustainability ambassadors to promote responsible practices
within and beyond the campus.



6. Monitoring and Continuous Improvement

Set measurable targets for waste reduction, resource efficiency, and sustainable
procurement, and review progress annually.

Update the policy to reflect new best practices, technologies, and feedback from the
university community.

7. Compliance and Reporting

Ensure compliance with local, national, and international sustainability laws and standards.

Publish an annual sustainability report tracking progress on responsible consumption and
production goals.

8. Strategic Initiatives

Rainwater Harvesting Systems: Establish infrastructure to capture and store rainwater
for reuse in sanitation, irrigation, and other non-potable applications.

Campus Waste-to-Resource Program: Establish comprehensive waste segregation,
recycling, and composting initiatives to minimize landfill waste and recover valuable
materials.

Sustainable Procurement Practices: Implement a procurement framework that
prioritizes eco-friendly, durable, recyclable, and locally sourced products, food, and
supplies.

Sustainability Literacy Campaigns: Embed sustainability literacy into curricula,
workshops, and outreach activities to strengthen knowledge, behavior, and decision-
making across the university community.

Green Campus Infrastructure: Integrate energy-efficient technologies, green building
designs, and renewable energy solutions into campus development projects.

Policy Review

This policy will be reviewed and updated periodically by EQUSaT to ensure its continued
relevance, alignment with international sustainability standards, and effectiveness in addressing
emerging environmental and social challenges.



